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“Frye [*nod what do you twean by & rckot? ' timacy with young Nasdn, 6l of which . ‘
? _?. -;; iﬂ"" shme"” h': :n::::d‘t 1:::"» lh:n; If it's likely to DLe cxpensive. vount  led DPage to wonder what his object ':;, ::3‘:”' ’:m'{‘;’;‘b‘:‘mm:ﬂ
....!ggiﬁg:';f%;" ':‘ have no fault to find, He takes good ™ out; I can't nfford K" | was and why It coneérned Wm, At w;om 3 \:: '““ evening, and
RY HYS POy At 1 care to see 1 have work enoug "‘“l “Well," answered Frank lghtly, "you | last, one day at closing time And after tho
b that Is what T am hired for, and ?'hnru are working too hard and need shak. ‘hn lind told ths aes boy he might go, nght makes me feel mieah; I buve
' v ing up, so 1 thought I'd drop round  Frye le; fj& Wbt Into that enlgma, | MALeR one of the purest and swoest 1
D FAL Leen rathor lonesome and glad of it | 'PE Up & n ? y cRig lttle w God '
ety Then to change the subject he addeq: ' 201 0 It We will dine at the club, | "8It down o moment, Mr. Page,” ho tle women ever bleased the éa
f_ﬁb > “I want to thank you onee mere, |hen Eo to the opera houss, wiee 'remarked as the latter was prepuring r""' snd not for all that 1 enn
3 Frank, for gottiig me the plavc-. there fa a burlesque on and no énfl o leave. “I have a proposition of an a oiu year would I have her kno }
: . ©of pretty chorus girls, 1 koow what'a. foollah thing I did. For t

two
or three of them, nnd after the ahow

lwportant nature to make to you"

Things were in a bad way at home, | And then a# be fixed Bils mercilens cyes

@a:
%
* d and | neoded it

days | wan so ashamed of myself | felt
csss MPssss " e

had n;mu' timea been solled willingly

in the most nefarlous transactions,

CHARLES CLARK MUNN

A
ellent was to bim o viethm to be kept
n walting, exaspernted In regard to his
grievances by all possible means, de-
loded as to his chunces of succens In
quest of Justice, decelved an to Ite cost '
and robbed In every way known (o an

4o
Thiy
AT

B

.

solvail nt onee to Ignore It,
cantinued anfter n moment,

Ko to work now.™

wiy slightly disgosted, but be was pot
In o position to cavil ar feel squenmish
over apparent lack of honesty and re-

“What do you wirh me to do? he
“1L.will do
the best I enn for you and am ready to

“You may thank dad, not me'" re
plied Frank. “1 was just golng off on
a trip when your letter came, and |
turned the matter over to him, Frye's
bis attorney, you see.”

“Are you personaily well acquainted
with Mr, Frye™ asked Albert, having
an object In mind,

“No, not at all, except hy might™
wan the anawer. “I belleve he Is con.
aldered n vory sharp lawyer and al
most Inviarinbly wina his enson. Dod
says he bous won out many times when
the lnw wae all againet him and s
not overscrupulous how he does |t

we will take thein out to supper.”

“It's all right except the eml-up”
ansycered Athert, “amd on that § think
Ax L osokd, '

you hod best skip me,

a diversion 1 ean't affonl. U've no
money to spare to buy wine for ballet
girle.”

| “Oh, that's all" right”

Frank cheerfully.
and I's my treat,
this thne
|

“I'vo naked you out,
I'll pay the shot

“1 shall poy my share If T go as
serted Albert firmly, “but I wonld rath-
eromit the after part, We will have the
evening togethier; nnd them you ean go

on his clerk and began to slowly rub
his hands together he continued: “You
hnve Leorr pearly three months o my
empioy, Mr. Page, and have fulfifled
your dutles satisfactorily, [ think the
| time har come wvhen 1 may safely en
Inrge them n Ittle, A 1 told you.
John Nuson pays me a yoarly retainer
to attend to all his luw business, |
have reason to feel he Is not entirely
patisfied te continue that arrangemoent,
nond [ wm forced (o find some way to
| bring n little preasure to bear on Lim
In order that be may see It is for his
Interout to still retain me.

miserably.”

Frank sat In stupefled silence at his
friend’'s outhurst. “If 1 bad Imagined
you were golng to feel that way, old
man” be sald at lnst, *1 would never
have urged you to go with me, | never
will again, T assure you."

“Oh, I am as mueh to blame s you,”
obmorved Albert. “I went willingly,
but after it was all over 1 was sorry 1
did, T am no prude, 1 enjoy a lttle
exclitement and don’t mind a social
ovening with a few friends, but it
doesn’t pay to do things you desplee
yourself for the next dag,”

“You are t t th , and entertnin yonr chorus giels, and ' | “Now, 1 belleve Johin Nason s not “But” put In e friend, with A :

astute lawyer. a'clock ,I,M:-- b:p:m.:, 'l-'::?f' “.I:k: 'lr'““J"'ﬂ- be |l| rll; h and fu Ik“'mm: g0 to my room.” tirely linppy In his home relations nﬁ quingienl look, “do you know you are

He bhad boen the Jegal adviser of pne hour for lunch and l‘éﬂ!'ﬂl‘l tin |y, ik “1“",. Feminds ‘mé of a_hungry It was n Inudable resolution, but It that n certain young lady recelves a preaching a sermon, and I rather ke | 1
Johu Nawon for many years, and when | g o Phen he added by way of a spur PURERAY, 1 came hard, for beneath all Albert's share of Lis attentlons. While they are it, too? It sets me thinking. As for - .
Rhat busy merchant came 10 him 00 | 4o hix slave's fdellty: I am paging | AIVCTt thought of Burns’ apt eyn- go0q resolves wan lurking desive for 8 | pover ween In publie togetber, gossip F0eh girls as we wined, I don't care o \:
Dehalf of his son, who wanted to And | vo $75 4 month on the recommond of felam just then and wished thot Frye 410 excitement to bireak the dull mo- Wiks thetr names. WHat 1 wanot is for TP for them. If I could find any other
® position for Albert Page, Frye readl- | 4o ynortant ollent of wine who want- might for one moment kee himsell 08 o100y of his Wee. He bad besn to the ' you to fad out through your nequaint. ®0¢ better amusement they might go 1
Iy promised to give bim employment. | .4 to humer lils son. It was your good others saw bhim. He felt tempted to o, ip only twice since he enme 10 ppee with the Nasons Jukt what bond hang for all I eare. 1 try tonois and
It was not because he peeded him, but

tell Frank just what Frye had said Boston, desiring to gave 1y ayery why

and what his opinion of him was, but be could, and only the week béfore hind
winely kept it to himeelf. sent Allce one<dbird of his first month's
Well, T must be golng,” sald Frank- gqiney At the club Frank Introduced

at lawt. “I've got  date for the mat p.; 3 gevarnl of his feends, and of

luck to have this son's friendship, ns
he belongs to n wealthy family., He
19 a spendihrift, of course, but that s
no matter and all the better for ua

golf with fellows and girls in our set,
but that i= tame sport. I go to ‘func-
I!iuns' once o awhile, and If T dance
‘twice with a pretty girl who han no

there 18 between the elder Nason ond
the young Indy and report to me, 1 do
pot Intend to use the knowledge for
any Mlegal purpose, but morely as a

because he saw at once that through
somie (ricndshlp for this young sprig
of the lnw, as he lotuitively considered
Albert to be, be conld strengthen hin

eve N . s dot mother glaces at me and says [‘ve ]
Bold upou the fatber and obtaln some | T0ke my Advice and cultivate blm all | this aft, wo ta-ta. 'l call round ROme eorae thoy were asked to join them In ]:m r:::r:.o :‘::t'lmtiu ;:::N:Itl’: ,:-'::n.:.lnl- no family pride. Most of the giris

wecrets that might eventually be used {’“:‘ _‘;"'_" it “'“"tl"l the “":,'l:"o: eve. at your room and take you up to 8 soclal gliss, which did not tend 0  guiries discroetly by menns of your fn. | (0Ik slily nonsense that wearles a fel- |
%o rob him. [o plain words, he thought | PFIVENIK Us amore husiness. . the club.” timacy with young Nason will require | /0%, and the mote passe they are the

®0 use this young country lawyer an a | ¥¥ (v you I shall expect you 10 €00 | ey b ohond had departed, Albert | #trengthen Albert's resolution. At the | worse they gush, The only thing I | Y
®py. He kunew that John Nasou feit | $ider # professional wecret, and 1 hope resumed bl rather monotonous copying | theater the exhilaraiing dusle and the | more money than I am paglng you,

really omjoy Is yacliting, and then I
have trouble to find good fellows who
hive time to go with me. Once in
awhile 1 got disgusted with myself
aud wish [ bad to work for a lving.”

you whl mueke good use of your thue
wihiwen with this young friend of yours
and boeod well what I bave sald to
you,”

That ended the interview, and Albert
wns st at work copying legal docu-

& koen Interest lo his only son Frank,
and that waos apother reason for em-
ploying that son's friend. He knew
miso that Frank was given a libernl
allowance, spent It rapidly and most
Maly woull be getting Into various

and therefore, If | cun depend on yon

the glat of & lot of decislons bearing  Elitter of a stage full of pretty girls | T
upon n case that Frye had pending , bad thelr effect, and by the time the | 0 do a little """"“"]“" "':“""' l' aball
Just then, and when bhe went out to ' ShOW was over he found it imposiible te rt(.'m RO S m-"n.“"}.m“ "l‘t-'.r.’ from
Fanth 5t was, a8 usdal, Al & to a | Fesist his friend's urging that they go . 75 to £170. " What do you sayY

cheap restaurant. around to the stage door and meet the | The frst hopulse that Page felt was

scrapes needing a lawyer's efforts (o
wescue him, and so he would have fue-
I L hl'..!i.
‘ware two good rensons for his ostensl-

Ble acts of kindness, and so be at ouce |

ther plckings tn that direction.

ment for 'age to come,
When, the morning after his arriva

I Doston, Albert presented himself at
Frye's office, he found that lawyer

busy reading his mall,
“Toake a seat, sir,” sald Frye politely
alter Albert bhod Introduced himsolf

*and excuse me dntll [ go through my
long half
hour Albert was left to study the bare
affice wnlls and pecullar Jooks of his
Flonlly Frye turned
%0 hlm and nasked rather abruptly,
*Well, Mr. Page, what do you know
about law " at the same time scanuing
Blm as I expocting to see hayseed ad-

Betters.” And then for a

future cployer.

hering to his garments,

“Not much perhaps,” replied Albert

modestly, uncertain of his ground. *1

bave been In practice only n year at
Bandgate, and the few people there do

mot hinve much use for a lawyer.”

“Then why Jdidu't you stic ‘em up a
Httle and bring "vin to see thav needed
our _sqr_\:lu;us-?ajvns !

 PY St R | '
o, =7
unless you tu‘(u‘l&ﬂi‘l.(fuhwu, Did you
bring your sheepskin with you?”

“No, slr,” answered Page. *“I didn't
think it necessiary after what I wrote
you. I have it in my trunk.”

“Well, bring 1t tomorrow,"” sald Frye.
“l muoke it n rule to take nothing for
grunted and bave everything ln weit-
g And then he added, with u
searching look, us if he was about to
wutter o crusher, “What Is your idea of
& lawyer's chief object In existence?"

Page was a little nonplused. “Ob, 1
suppose,” he replled slowly, “to cee
fhat laws are properly executed and
Justice done."

Frye looked at him a full minate
without making any further comment,
while a sardonle grin gradunlly drew
Bis lips apart, showing a full set of
Balee teeth, and then, as he began rub-
Bing hLls hands together, he suld:

“It's evident, young man, you have
much to learn In your profession, Laws
mre made for lawyers and are the tools
of our trude. 17 the world does not ste
Mt to use those tools, It 18 our business
to make them, and, as for justice, that
s an sllegory, useful in addressing a
Jury, but copsidersd a fable by the
Judge. Luws are useful to oppose oth-

“What do you know about law "

daws with, and various declslons are
good In so far as they help your
and hinder your opponent's.
¥ou secm an honest nppearing young
n, which 1s well so far as our rela-
g0, but po further. 1T waot an ns-
tant, one who la ready and will-
to do just as 1 direct and to ask no
siiong,. Do you think you can fill
by
1 can try,” replied Albert guletly,
d as soon as I get used to your
oda of procedure here T think I
! q

Seas & Mittle startled at the pecul-
of hia employer and in =

§
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sod ne a lawyer

| sharpest lawyers [ ever el

| sured me I must lay aside my

tation nod does bee work outside,
warn me pot to firt with her”

telling him wbhere he wus located,

glum silence. His room was small

ury of space even he could not afford,
There s no wore lovesome pince in

Iom bortn and bred amid the freedowm
| of the wide fiekls and extended wood-
lands, as Albert had Been, and now thot

and imprisooed In one small rooth at
| night, with a selitary window opening
on an nred devoted te nsh bharrels and
garbage, It made him homensick.

He waos o dreamer by nature  and
loved the musie of running brooks, the
rastling of winds In the forest and the
song of birds. The grand old moun-
tains that surrounded BSandgate had
been the delight of his boylhood, andl to
fish in the clear streams that tumbled
down through narrow gorges and
wound nmid wide meadows or in the
Iy dotted millpond his pastime. He
liad the artist’'s nature in him also and
loved dearly to sketch a pretty bit of
natural scenery, n cascade in the brook
or n shady grottp in the woods. He
loved books, flowers, music, green
mendows, slisdy woods and flelds white
with dnisles. He had Dbeen reared
among kind bearted, honest, God fear-
ing people who seldom locked thelr
doors at night and who belleved lo and
lived by the Golden Rule. The selfish
and distrustful life of n great clty, with
Its arrogance and wealth and vanity

put himself at the beck and call of a
mercenary and utterly unscrupulous
old villaln, as he belleved Frye to be,
wias gull and Dbitternces. For two
woeeks e worked patiently, hoping each
day thuat the one and only friend the
city beld for bhim would eall, passing
his evenings, as he wrote Allee, "in
reading, smoking and bhating myself a
little and Frye a good deal.”

He had hesitated to write Frank In
the first place, disliking to ask favors,
but it could not ba helped, and now he

jgnure him. This humiliating conclu-
slon was growlng to a eertalnly and
Albert feeling more homenlek than ever
when one afternoon while bhe was, as
psunl, bard at work in Frye's offiee
Frank came in.

“Pray excuse me, old man"” remark-
ed that youth briskly after the first
greotings, “for not calling mooner, but 1
wis off on my yacht about the time you
came, and then T ran down 1o New
York to take lo the cup races. You wee,
I'm wo Qusy I do pot get any tlme to
myself, 1 want you to come over to
the club and lunch with me toddy, aud
we can tnlk matters over.”

“You will kindly excuse me," replied
Albert. “I bave a lot of work cut out
and am only allowed one bour for
Jlunch, Can't you come mround to my
room tonlght and have a smoke talk?

“Maybe,” replled Frank, "and we
can go around to the club later. You
will weet some good fellown there, nnd

small Mmit, you know, Say, old man,”
he added Interestedly, “how do yon
like Frye?'

An that worthy happened to be out
just then the two friends had a good
chance to exchange opinlons. Albert's
Is already known, but, for reasons, he
did not care 40 expross it to Frank at
this time.

Lments and nt the miwe tme trying to
recotivile himself to his new surround-
That night he wrote to Allee:
"k buve hired out 10 & most unmitigut-
el old scoutdi®d und yet one of the |
He as- |

sclence I 1 mean to succesd, and hint-
ed thut he might use me later on af o .
a sort of spy, upon Frank, 1 imagine.
He vinploys & stenograpber of uwpcer-
tain age, who comes lo aud takes dic-
The
only stupid thing be Las sald was to

Then he wrote to his friend Frank,
thanking him for his assistance mnd Your friend bus bhuoted you up. I knew
beggiug him to enll at o early date. he was away on his yacht when yon
After that he smoked for ap hour in |
and cheerless apd In comparison with

his howe quarters a mere den. But It
wis i guestion of saving, and the ux-

the wide world than a great city to Ut

T S T 1 l‘)) ek il ﬁi]“a;‘:&‘*""‘*ﬂ ef =—#t—new— 1 whouldn’t bave

of display, was not akin to him, and to |

began to feel that his friend meant to'

“It's nice to have a rich father, n
yucht, plenty of money nod nothing to
do but spend It,"” be sald to himself rue-
fully that night as he sat In his cheer-

the pleture of a gay life as disclosed by
 his friend. “But we are not all born to

be worse off,” which, to say the least,
best way to look at it

CHAPTER YV,

HEN, a few days after Frank
had ealled upon Page, the lat-
ter chunced to mention It to
Frye, he mnde a note of It
glnd,” he sald cordially, “that

]
r - -
1 wm

cnme and was golng to suggest that
you call on him as soon as [ kuew he
was 0t home. As I told you, cultivate
him all you ean, He will serve ns o
Ldid bhe call?
“It was one day while you were
" anewered Page, “and he [nvitgd
me (0 lunch with him at his elah 7’
| “Whick, of course, you Ay sald
rye -

|

time for it during my ope bour, and,
then, you lind given me & lot of work to
do tliat duy.”

I A shade of
Frye's face.

I “*Well, that's all right, of course,” he |
wnld, “but when be calls again take all
the time you noed If he asks you out,
and,"” with a scrutinizing ook st Page,

[“as [ snid, cultivate bim. It's busl- |
ness. His fatber Is my wmiost valued
elient, and the more Intimate you be-
come with his son the mooner you will
have an acquaintunce that will be of

| value to you,"

Page could not quite fathom all this,
but the more he thought of what Frye
had snld the more certuln he becamo
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annoyance came over

He found himeelf Leing introduced by
his first name.

tuat kindly regard for his own welfare
dld not enter lnto that shrewd scheny-
er's culeulntions. He was more and
more disgusted also each day with
his employer's cynieal lndifference (o
all sense of honor and hoonsty, com-
ing to the concluslon that he was no
better than o thief at heart,

Bepewth Albert's disposition to adapt
bimself to those he mingled with Iny
Ilm wveln of sterling good sense, fine
bonor und the energy of self sacrifice,
if necessary, aod Frye's attributes
were @0 obnoxious to him as to be
almply repulsive, At college he hnd |
pever indulged in much “Inrking.” and
just why the bond of Priendship be-
tween bhimself and the good natured,
P Indulgens, bappy go lucky cluns-

el is hard to explaln, except upon the
theory of an nttraction of ommlu-i.l
man appenred at the ofce just before '
closing time and suggested ' they “go
out for a night's racket,” as he phrased
it, Albert was pot inclined to nccept.

' “What age you up to? ho said as

they walked away from (be office,
]

door to get you Into good soclety., When |

cwlll ever know,

| him,

girls he bad lovited to sup with them,

“Mind you, lét me pay my sbhare
whispered Page, dnd then he found
himwelf being Introduced by Wis first

lows room smoking and dwelling upon | Bame to two highly colored queens of

'lthc ballet, and all four procecded at
once Lo a private supper room. Albert

| of slnng goes,

COn- { portune, and perbaps, after all, T might  found the girls bright, vivaclous aod |
expressive, os fur an a superficlal use |
They ordered the choles

est and highest priced Items on the bLilll
of fure and talked about thelr “mashes™

in other citl
bert gratef
dueed by his first name only.

When in the wee small hours they
| encorted the two girls to thelr boarding | #0 coustrued it at once.

o8 In 0 way that mude Al
ul that be bad been lotro- | Ploy, and us long ns T am 1 will do the

place, Page was glad to be vid of them,

which read:

the monsy you sent.

angd” | have erled over Il more than. you
Last week | recelved my
first monih's pay-83—and I wias very

proud of it, for It Is the Arst money 1
| ver earnede 1 took half and put it with
the ({weonly-five you sant and gave 1110

Mr., Hobbs, 1 have only ® left, for 1 had
to buy some boots nnd gloves, but that
will lnst me o mouth, for I've not the

Cheart to spend a punny 1 wm not obliged

to until the dehts are pald. ! had to buy
the boots because walking four miles =
day wearn them out very fast

And be had spent §£20 the nigbt be-
fore to hear 'a couple of ballet glris
tnlk slaug!

CHAPTER VL

AGE was o llttle late at the of-
fice the next morning, aod

“I wus out with young Na-

sou last evening,” he explalued as the |

old lawyer bLude him a rather crusty
good marning, “and I overslept.™

“OUl, that Is all right,” responded
Frye lo an lostantancously sweotened
tone., “I nm glad you were, nnd, as 1
told you, you are wise to cultivate
I suppose,” he continued, with a
leer, “that you were buylng wine for
some of the gay girls?™

Page looked confused, “"Well, we
went to the thenter wnd after that had
a Inte supper,” be expluined, “and It
was after 1 before I returned to my
room.,"

“T don't care how late you are out
or whiat you did,” wald Frye, still ey-
Ing Page, “so long ns you were with
young Nuson and kept out of the lock-
up. KHis father poys me n salary to
look after his buslpess, and his son s
the pride of his heart, I trust you
understand my meaning. If you don't
feel lke work this worning'” ke con-
tlouwed suavely, “mount your wheel
and take a run out to Winchester and
pee If that mortgnge on the. Beaver
estate bas been satisfed. The exercise
and alr will do you good™

Page wus nonplused.

“fHe bus some deep lid plot in his
mind,"” he thought as Lle looked at
Frye, He was gind to escape the office,
however, for his head felt full of bees,
and, thankiong his employer for the
permission, he gulckly left the clty be-
hind him, The erisp October air and
exercise soon dvove awany some of the
pelf reproaches at his own foollsh con-
duct of the night before.

The errand at Winchester was at-
tended to, and then he headed back for
the clty, tuking anothor course. By
the thwe he renchied town he was faint
from hupger, for he bad eaten no
breakfust, A good dinner restored hilm
to his untural self possession, sud then
be went to the offioe:

For a week he reproached Limsell
evory time he thought bhow much his
escapado hud cost nod felt too ashnmed
to answer Alice's letter. When he did

we always make up & goma of draw— | mate, Frapk Nason, bad been cement- Pesosdifienips g drdeiadipithoslafyer

|“’heh. a few days later, that youunyg

wans saving all be could and shounld
send worg money as soon as possible,
Frank called twice and the second time
urged him to joln (be club, to which
Page agsented.

“It will werve os a place to spend a
lonesome evening,” he thought,

Beveral thiwes Frye bad made casual
inquirics as to the progress of Lils io-

l

{and when he reached his room be did | fer.” he muld, “that you give me your
(mot feel partleularly proud of himself,

He felt less 80 ‘he next mbrning | Money.
when he recelved a letter from Alice

My Darling Brother—I was so pleased
when I reosived your lovi g letter and
You do not Know
how B hurty e to fee! we owe so much, | §

*he ndded, “1 shall expect you 10 keep

Frye was thiore ahead of bhim, !

to nbsolutely refuise there and then to
have unything to do with Frye's ne-
farfous schetne, but the thought of his
sltuntion, the unpald debt at Bome and
the certaloty that a rofusal would r
mean n loks of his position conguercd
his pride and kept bim silent,. For a l
moment he reflected, trying hard to i
mee n way out of the dilemima, and then
said:

“IL 1= rather a hard tosk yoo ask, Mr.
Frye, for | am not necustionygd to the !
role of detective, nit [ nm In your #m-
best 1 cun for your Interysts”

It was 4 tetaporizing reply, aud Frye

1 wust Insist If yon aceept my of-

promise to do yYour best to earn the
It doesn’'t puy to bo tuo
squean sl In this worlld,” he continued
in & seiludee fune, Al Dukiness ls to
| & certaln extent a game of extortion—
| & question of do the aiher follow or he

do you." Then arichog und halkl
g out a skinny band to grasp Duge's,

fulth with me, Mr. Page,” aud the ins
terview ended, .

When Albert met Fraok at the elah
that evening he was preoccupled and
| morose, und Frank, notlcing bis frawe
| of mind, tried to cheer him,

“You look as If you hind been glven
a focer, old wmun” he mald.  “What
is the matter? Hps Frye been call
Ing you down for something?”

Page looked at his (riend o mwoment,
nod the lmpulse to make a clean
Lreast of It and rvelleve Lis feelings
wus strong, but be did not.

“1 do not like Frye” he sald in-
stead, “and the more [ see of hlin the
Jeas [ llke him. At times he makes
me feel un if be wae o snake resdy to
uncoll und strike. Have you ever no-
tieed hils eves and the way he has of
rubbing his hands when talking?"

*1 bave,” was the answer, "“ond he
bas the most hideous eyoes I ever suw
In a human belng. They lopk like a
cat’s In the dark. Dad toll me once
he saw Frye look at n witness he was
cross. examluing I such o way that
the poof fellow forgot what his nome
wis and swore black was white
Those c¢yes nre viclous wenpons, they
say, and he used them to the ntmost
wlen he wants to seare a witnesa."

“They manke me feel creepy every
time I look nt them,” sald Albert, and
then, as If anxlous to change the sub-
ject, he added: “Let's leave here,
Frank, and you come with me to my
room, where we can have a qulet talk
together. 1T am in the dumps tonight
and want to unbogsom my troubles to
you*

CHAPTER VIL

AT ails you, old man?" ask-
ed Frank after they were
seatod in Albert's room and
were smoking (raternas)
piped,  “You look as If you had lost
your<hest friend.”

“1 did, last .Tunel ns you know,” was
the rather sad answer, “and on ftop
of that T haie myself for one or two
things—for Instance, the escupunde we
Indalged In the other nlght, and be-
| lng Frye's slave, for another.”

I am 'sorry for the Orst,” responded
Frank, "It wus my fault that yon were
conxed Into 1t, 1 won't do It aguin, 1
assure you. Don't worry over it, my
boy. It wusn't anything seilous; anly
Just a little after thenter fun and hear-
ing those sporty glrls talk slang”

“Yea, nod spending a lol of money
for very poor fun,” replied Albert, "1
don't think any belter of myself for do-
ng It, do yon?"

“Oh, T doo't think asbout It one way
or the other,” nwswerad FPranle V1
have so much thue to kill, and that's
‘no worse than any other way."

“Wall, of course It's ull vight, and as
you do not think any the |ess of your-
self for doing It there 1% no barm," re
pled Albert. “Only 1 do, und 6o it s
worse for me than for you.

“Now, you have u mothor nnd slsters
who think well of you, no doubt, How
would you have felt to have had nny
one of them peep In that night and see
what mander of company you were lo?

)

Albert looked surprised. Was it pos-
wible that thisn young and handsome

| fellow, with dark brown bonest eyes,

curly black hulr and garb and manner
of refipement. who never had known
whaut It was to work, renlly wanted to
eiarn hils own way In the world, just
from sheer ennul?

It smeeton to me you have everything
to be thankfal for, Frank,” Albert sald
nt lust In a dejected tone—*a Kind fa-
ther, good home, plenty of friends, n
plee yoacht, all the money you want
anl nothing to do. With me It s dif-
ferent. Would It bore you If I unload-
ed u little of my bistory ¥

“Not a bit" answered Franlk,
would really lke to hear I

“Well™ contibued Albert, “"when we
woere ot college 1 was a little too prouwd
to let you kuow I was the only son of a
poor widow who was denylog herself
every luxury to educate me, but it wee
A fact. After we sepuated 1 tatored
some. reud Jaw and was admitted to
the bar, [ opened an office In my na-
tive town and wasted a year walting
for clients, while I regd povels, sketeh-

yod and fished to pass the time.  Last

June my mother died and loft my sls-
ter und we an old towwy tuat ban.bean
in the family over a century, a few
seren of mendow lands and waybe $200
In debits, Then 1 wrote to you. | was
more¢ than grateful for the chanee you
obtained for me to work for gven such
a man as Frye. [ am paying those
debis as fast as [ can, and my slster Is
helping by teaching In a crossroad
gchoolbouse nnd walking four miles
euch day to do It

“And I coaxed you to go out and
spend wmoney on a couple of ballet
girls!* responded Frank regretfully.
“Say, ol man,” reaching out his hand
and clasplog Albert's, “if 1 bad koown
all this that evenlng 1 would Lave bit-
ten my tongue before I usked you to go
with me."

“That Is all right,” ceplied Albert, “I
should have told you that night what
I have told you now, but maybe [ was
a little nshamed to do so*

“1 would llke to see that brave sis-
ter of yours.,” shld Frank after a pause.
“From what you tell me, sbe must be n
trump."

Albert made no answer, but golng to
the mautel he took & framed photo-
graph that stood there and handed It
to bis friend. It wns d plcture of a
young girl with a fnce like an artist's
dream nnd eyes llke two pansles.

Frank gazed nt it long and earnest-
Iy. *“Your slster, I suppose,” ho sald
at Inst, still looking at the face. *“I
do not wonder you preached me the
sermon you have (his evening. You
must be proud of her'"

When it camwe time for him to go
the two sbook bands wilh o warmer
clanp than ever, and when he was
gone the little room Jdid not seem guite
o cheerless to Its occupant ns before.

CHAPTER VIIL
SHOULD like be ex-
I cused tomorrow  forenoon,
fS-’ Mr. Frye," sald Albert a few
ot days later. “Frank las
prowised to iptroduce me to his
futher."

“Cortninly."” replled Frye choarfully.
“Take the entire day If you wish, and
If you have a good chance try to moake
the acqualntance of the young lndy of
whom | spoke to you, or at least tuke
o good look ot her, Bhe Is the key ”
that will unlock the fnformation I
need, and I shall depend upon you to
obitain 1"

“T will keep my eses open” replied
Albert nloud, mentally resolving thnt
it would not be In the lnterest of Frye
and bis sinlster plot. The nest doy he
met Fronk by sppolotment. and the
two called upon Jobn Noson at his
oflioe, Albert was greoted cordially,
and after an exchanze of common-
plnees soon found himself being inter-
rogated by n serles of questions per
talning to s home and ealloes Jife,
Ihe Bnow b’ o Of St ite wdte e =g,
niy PResEnt vployer, ‘Tuey wore ror
a purpese, ne all of John Nason's busi
ness questions were, and at thelr con-
¢laglon he sald:

(To Bo Continued.)
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